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EARLY  HOUGH  FAMILIES  OF  BUCKS  COUNTY,  PA. 


Mr.  President,  fellow-members  of 
the  Bucks  County  Historical  Society: 

A  fairly  safe  beginning  for  a  paper 
of  this  sort  should  be  to  state  its  pur¬ 
pose,  because  in  the  more  or  less 
related  material  to  follow — material, 
by  the  way,  sometimes  related  only  in 
the  hopeful  mind  of  its  compiler — I 
defy  any  reasonable  person  to  dis¬ 
cover  either  a.  purpose  or  a  method. 

The  purpose  then  is  fourfold.  First, 
I  should  like  to  indicate  the  number 
of  immigrant  Houghs  in  Bucks  County 
who  might  have  been  founders  of 
families.  It  has  commonly  been 
assumed  that  all  the  Pennsylvania 
Houghs  are  descended  either  from 
Richard  Hough,  the  Provincial  Coun¬ 
cillor,  or  from  John  Hough  of 
Middletown,  because  we  can  boast  of 
more  data  on  these  two  gentlemen 
than  on  the  other  eight  of  the  name 
who  were  connected  with  the  Pro¬ 
vince. 

In  the  second  place,  I  am  going  to 
point  out  whatever  inter-relations  I 
have  been  able  to  discover  among 
these  ten  pioneer  Hough  families.  In 
some  few  cases  there  is  a  stated  blood 
relationship,  but  for  the  most  part  we 
can  base  our  theories  of  kinship  only 
from  certain  business  and  social 
contacts  among  these  families  in  the 
county. 

Next,  1  shall  mention  two  large 
families  of  this  name  who  were  in 
America  before  the  founding  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania;  and,  in  the  absence  of  real 
evidence  of  immediate  relationship, 
restate  some  facts  about  the  old 
Hough  family  of  County  Chester, 
England,  who  undoubtedly  were  the 
ancestors  of  all  our  American  llougbs 
of  English  descent.  [*Nole:  Some 
people  of  German  and  Dutch  descent 
whose  names  were  spelled  Huff  have, 
in  some  cases,  changed  their  surnames 
to  the  English  spelling  H-O-U-G-H 
after  living  in  this  country.] 


Last  and,  I  think,  most  important  of 
all,  my  aim  is  to  compile  what  data 
we  have  regarding  these  families  into 
some  rough  system  so  that  it  may 
form  a  basis  for  more  complete 
researches  for  those  persons  inter¬ 
ested  in  tying  together  tlie  American 
families  and  the  parent  stock  in 
Cheshire. 

Since,  at  the  present  date,  Richard 
Hough,  the  Provincial  Councillor,  is 
the  best  known  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
name  in  Pennsylvania,  it  seems  fitting 
to  touch  first  on  the  highlights  of  his 
brief  career  in  the  province.  [Note: 
The  late  Oliver-  Hough  of  Newtown 
has  written  a  detailed  and  excellent 
account  of  Richard  Hough’s  life  in  the 
“Pa.  Mag.  of  Hist,  and  Biog.”  Voi.  IS. 
pp.  20-34  inch;  and  in  Yol.  30  pp.  4 S 7 - 
4S9  of  the  same  publication.] 


RICHARD  HOUGH 

1.  Richard  Hough,  of  the  city  of 
Macclesfield  in  the  County  of  Chester, 
England,  Chapman,  and  a  member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends,  arrived  hi 
Pennsylvania  in  the  Ship  “Endeavour” 


of  London,  Seventh  month  29,  lt>S3, 
bringing  with  him  four  servants  or 


dependants: 
a  younger 
was  to  ser 
fifty  acres 


:  Francis  Hong’ll  (probably 
brother  or  nephew)  who 
ve  two  years  and  to  have 
of  land  at  the  end  of  Ms 


term;  Thomas  Wood  (or  Woodliousej 
and  Mary  his  wife,  to  serve  respective¬ 
ly  five  and  four  years  and  each  to 
have  fifty  acres;  and  James  Sutton, 
to  serve  four  years,  and  to  have  three 
pounds,  five  shillings  per  annum  and 
fifty  acres  of  land  when  his  period  o-' 
service  had  expired. 

Richard  Hough  seated  himself  in 
Bucks  County,  where  lie  took  up  two 
tracts  of  land,  both  of  which  fronted 
on  the  Delaware  River  and  belli 
situated  in  Makefield  on  the  boundary 
lines  of  the  Township.  It  has  been 
thought  that  the  geographical  posit  a  si 
of  his  land  in  Makefield  Township 
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probably  gave  it  that  name,  for  Make- 
field  is  generally  accepted  to  be  a 
corruption  of  “Macclesfield,”  his 
native  city  in  Cheshire. 

The  boundary  of  the  upper  tract, 
[by  warrant  dated  Sept.  20,  1GS5,  and 
by  patent  of  July  30,  1GS7]  described 
as  “five  hundred  acres  next  Henry 
Baker  on  the  Delaware  River,” 
formed  the  line  between  Makefield  and 
the  Proprietary’s  Manor  of  Highlands, 
had  a  half-mile  of  river  frontage,  ran 
inland  for  about  a  mile  and  three 
Quarters,  and  covered  the  site  of  what 
is  now  Taylorsville.  This  tra.ct, 
instead  of  being  a  plantation  of  five 
hundred  acres,  actually  contained, 
when  it  was  resurveyed,  over  six 
hundred  acres.  Richard  willed  this 
land  to  his  second  son,  John  Hough, 
a  Justice  of  the  Bucks  County  Court, 
and  it  was  called  by  the  latter 
“Houghton”  or  “Houghton  Farm.” 

The  lower  tract,  lying  approximate¬ 
ly  two  miles  below  Yardley  and 
comprising  about  four  hundred  sixteen 
acres,  was  coincident,  according  to 
the  Holme’s  Map,  with  the  line 
between  Makefield  and  Falls.  It  had  a 
quarrer-mile  stretch  of  river  front  and 
extended  inland  for  almost  three- 
miles.  This  was  Richard's  home 
plantation  and  here  he  built  for  his 
family  a  stone  house — the  stone  used 
in  the  building  doubtless  coming  from 
“ye  great  quarry  in  Richard  Hough’s 
and  Abed  Janney’s  lands.”  The  lower 
plantation  and  home  passed  on  to 
Richard  Hough’s  eldest  son,  Richard, 
who,  like  his  brother  John,  was  a 
Justice  of  the  Bucks  County  Court, 
and  whose  descendants  in  the  male 
line  have  lived  on  the  land  until  1850 
when  they  moved  to  Ewing,  N.  J. 

By  his  will  dated  May  1,  1701, 
Richard  Hough  left  to  his  youngest 
child,  Joseph  Hough,  all  his  land  lying 
“at  Neshaminie  Creek  betwixt  Ran¬ 
dall  Blackshuwes  and  John  Grays 
land  which  is  almost  five  hundred 


seventy  odd  acres.”  This  property  on 
the  Nesharniny  was  first  taken  up  by 
John  Clowes,  Richard  Hough’s  father- 
in-law,  and  after  Clowes’  death 
Richard  bought  the  tract  from  the 
heir,  Joseph  Clowes,  in  1702,  as  a 
patrimony  for  his  own  son  Joseph 
Hough,  who  was,  of  course,  Joseph 
Clowes’  nephew.  In  after  years  when 
Joseph  settled  on  his  land,  the  “five 
hundred  seventy  odd  acres”  were 
found  to-be  eight  hundred  forty  acres. 
The  tract  was  in  Warwick  Township 
when  those  boundaries  were  estab¬ 
lished,  and  is  now  partially  included 
in  Doylestown  Township.  “Ilough- 
viile”  takes  its  name  from  this  branch 
of  Richard  Hough’s  family. 

Richard  also  owned  two  hundred 
seventy  odd  acres  in  Lower  Makefield 
near  his  home  plantation,  land  bought 
in  1694  from  Abel  Janney  and  others 
and  part  of  an  original  grant  to 
William  and  Charles  Biles.  He  owned 
as  well  four  hundred  seventy-five 
acres  of  land  in  Buckingham  which 
he  bought  from  his  brother  John 
Hough  of  Macclesfield,  [of  whom 
later  J.  In  all,  Richard  Hough’s 
holdings,  scattered  about  the  county, 
amounted  to  approximately  2,600 
acres. 

lie  took  an  active  part  in  provincial 
and  county  affairs,  and  we  have 
evidence  that  his  politics  were  con¬ 
servative  and  in  accord  with  the 
policies  of  the  Proprietaries  [See  the 
Penn-Logan  Correspondence].  Richard 
Hough  was  a  Justice  of  the  Bucks 
County  Court,*  [See  Pa.  Mag.  Hist.  & 
Biog.  Vol.  IS,  p.  IS  note] ;  a  member 
of  the  Provincial  Assembly  for  the 
terms  16S4,  1GSS,  1690,  1097,  1699, 
1700,  1703  and  1704;  and  a  member  of 
the  Provincial  Council  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  for  the  years  1G93  and  1700. 

In  the  Penn-Logan  correspondence, 
Logan  wrote  to  William  Penn  in 
England:  (Philadelphia.  Second  Mo.  5, 
1705)  “  .  .  .  1  expect  but  little  good 
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from  the  present,  representatives  till 
another  election, — the  honest  being  so 
much  out-voted  by  men  of  deep 
designs  or  shallow  sense.  .  .  .  Richard 
Hough,  one  of  the  best  in  the  House, 
was,  about  three  weeks  ago  unfortun¬ 
ately  overset  in  a  wherry,  coming 
down  the  river,  and  with  two  other 
persons,  lost  his  life;  the  rest  were 
saved.  He  is  much  lamented  by  all 
that  knew  him,  and  understand  the 
value  of  a  good  man.”  ' 

William  Penn  in  reply  wrote  from 
London,  Seventh  Mo.  14,  1705,  “I 
lament  the  loss  of  honest  Richard 
Hough.  Such  men  must  needs  be 
wanted  where  selfishness  and  forget¬ 
fulness  of  God’s  mercies  so  much 
abound.” 

Richard  Hough  of  Macclesfield, 
Cheshire,  together  with  his  future 
father-in-law,  John  Clowes  of  Gos- 
worth,  Co.  Chester,  England,  and  the 
latter’s  wife  Margery  and  three  of  the 
Clowes’  children;  William,  Rebecca, 
arid  Margery  (junior),  brought  over  to 
Pennsylvania  a  joint  certificate  from 
Congleton  Mo.  Meeting  of  Friends 
held  “at  Mary  Brooks’  house  (widow) 
in  Cheshire  the  2nd  of  the  3rd  Mo. 
16S3.”  Richard  belonged  to  the  Falls 
Meeting  of  Friends  in  Bucks  County, 
and  we  have  Micliener’s  “Early 
Quakerism”  (p.  75)  as  authority  for 
the  statement  that  although  the  Falls 
Meeting  House  was  built  in  1090,  the 
“Quarterly  Meeting  continued  to  be 
held  at  the  houses  of  William  Biles, 
Nicholas  Wain,  Richard  Hough, 
Joshua  Hoopes  and  others”  until 
1696. 

Richard  Hough  married  First  mo. 
17,  1684,  Margery  Clowes;  born  11  mo. 
17,  1656  in  Gosworth  Parish,  Cheshire; 
died  Nov.  30.  1720  (probably  on  the 
home-plantation,  before  described). 
This  was  the  first  marriage  to  be 
recorded  in  Falls  Meeting.  Margery 
Clowes  (who  crossed  in  the  "Endeav¬ 
our”  with  Richard  and  her  parents) 


was  the  daughter  of  John  Clowes,  of 
Gosworth,  Cheshire,  yeoman,  by  his 
wife  Margery,  and  a  granddaughter  of 
another  John  Clowes  of  Cheshire.  Her 
father  was  one  of  the  principal  land 
holders  in  Bucks  County;  in  addition 
to  his  tract  on  the  Neshaminy  (which 
it  will  be  remembered  Richard  Hough 
bought  for  his  son  Joseph  I-Icugh)  he 
owned  his  home  plantation  called  by 
him  “The  Clough”  which  was  situated 
on  the  Delaware  River  and  in  Make- 
field  Township.  John  Clowes  was  a 
member  of  the  Provincial  Assembly  in 
16S3,  16S4.  He  died  Seventh  mo.  4, 
1687 ;  and  his  wife  Margery  died 
Second  Mo.  2,  16S8. 

The  following  abstract  of  a  will  re¬ 
corded  in  Philadelphia  [Will  Bk.  B. 
No.  15;  Rec.  p.  30]  shows  us  that  Rich¬ 
ard  Hough’s  brother  was  definitely 
John  Hough  of  Macclesfield  and  not 
the  John  Hough  who  settled  iu  Mid¬ 
dletown  Township,  Bucks  County. 
“Richard  Nixon,  of  Macclesfield,  Eng¬ 
land.  Signed  9th  Month  30,  1699; 
proved  January  22.  1099/1700.  Men¬ 
tions  .  .  .  Cousin  John  Hough;  Rich¬ 
ard  Hough  and  his  children;  Rich¬ 
ard  Hough  and  his  son  John,  and 
George  Lowe.  Joseph  St  anion’s  chil¬ 
dren.  James  Nixon’s  children: 
Thomas,  Elizabeth  and  Sarah.  George 
Clarke’s  daughter,  Mary.  Executors; 
John  Hough  of  Macclesfield.  Eng¬ 
land,  and  Richard  Hough  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Witnesses:  Abel  James,  Mary 
James,  and  Richard  Hough.” 

As  we  have  been  told  from  Logan’s 
letter  to  William  Penn,  Richard 
Hough  was  drowned  in  the  Delaware 
River,  March  25,  1705,  on  his  way 
from  his  homo  to  Philadelphia.  He 
left  behind  his  widow  Margery 
(Clowes)  Hough  and  five  children: 
Mary,  Sarah,  Richard  Jr.,  John,  and 
Joseph. 

ISSUE 

1.  Mary  Hough,  b.  6  mo.  1,  1685;  d. 
Nov.  11,  1720;  married  Ap.  6,  17ui 
William  Atkinson,  Councilman  of 
Bristol,  Coroner  and  County  Com¬ 
missioner,  etc.,  son  of  Thomas 
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Atkinson,  a  Minister  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  late  of  Newby,  Yorks., 
Eng. 

2.  Sarah  Hough,  b.  4  mo.  7,  1690;  mar. 
(1st)  4th  mo.  23,  1708,  Isaac  Atkin¬ 
son,  a  brother  of  William  (above)  ; 
She  mar.  (2nd)  in  1724,  Leonard 
Shallcross. 

3.  Richard  Hough,  Justice  of  Bucks 

Co.  Court,  b . ;  d . ;  m,  (1st) 

Hester  Baker,  dan.  of  Henry  Baker, 
of  Bucks  Co.,  and  a  widow  of 
Thomas  Yardley  and  William 
Browne.  He  mar.  (2nd)  Sept.  27, 
1717,  Deborah,  widow  of  John 
Gumley,  of  New  Castle  County. 

ISSUE  BY  1ST  MARRIAGE 

I.  — Richard  Hough  III.,  died 

young. 

ISSUE  BY  SECOND  MARRIAGE 

II.  — William  Hough,  died  with¬ 

out  issue  prior  to  1755. 

111. — Deborah  Hough,  m.  Thom¬ 
as  Davis  of  Dower  Make- 
field. 

1Y. — Margery  Hough,  m.  Jona¬ 
than  Saults  of  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

V.  — Henry  Hough,  son  and 

heir,  b.  8  mo.  31,  1724;  d. 
8-27,  1796;  in.  10-22,  1748, 
Rebecca  Croasdale  (17  27- 
1800),  dau.  of  William  and 
Grace  (Harding)  Croas¬ 
dale,  of  Newtown  Tp. 

VI.  — Mary  Hough,  b.  1726;  d. 

1802;  m.  2  mo.  12,  1752 

[O.  S.J  Anthony  Burton,  Jr. 
of  Bristol,  Bucks  Co. 

4.  John  Hough,  b.  Sept.  IS,  1693; 
inherited  this  father’s  upper  plan¬ 
tation  on  the  Delaware  River  whic-h 
he  called  “Houghton;”  was  a 
Justice  of  Bucks  Co.  Court.  He 
married  1718/19,,  Elizabeth  Taylor, 
dau.  of  Philip  Taylor  of  Oxford 
Township,  Phil  a.  County,  and 
Julianna,  his  wife. 

ISSUE 

I.  — John  Hough,  b.  Jan.  3. 

1719/20;  d.  1797;  removed 
to  Loudoun  County,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  where  he  held  over 
4,000  A.  his  seat  being 
“Corby  Hall.”  [Do  not  con¬ 
fuse  him  with  Francis 
Hough  of  Virginia  whom 
we  shall  consider  later,] 
He  married,  1  7  42,  Sarah 
Janney,  dau.  of  Joseph  and 
Rebecca  (Biles)  Janney, 
and  granddaughter  of  the 
two  Provincial  Councillors, 
Thomas  Janney  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Biles.  Gen.  Washing¬ 
ton  mentions  John  Hough's 
hospitality  at  “Corby 
Hall.” 

II.  — Joseph  Hough,  b.  20  July, 

1722;  cl.  17  77;  removed  to 
Loudoun  <'o.,  Yn.;  in.  ‘Oct. 
15,  17  46,  Lydia  Hurst. 


III.  — Benjamin  Hough,  b.  June 

14,  1724;  d.  Feb.  10,  18':::; 
Minister  of  the  Soc.  of 
Friends;  m.  (1st)  June  9, 
1748,  Elizabeth  West.,  dau. 
of  Thomas  West  of  Wilm¬ 
ington,  Del.,  of  the  family 
of  Benjamin  West,  R.  A.; 
m.  (2nd)  Sarah,  widow  of 
Isaac  Janney,  of  Cecil  Co., 
Maryland. 

IV.  — Isaac  Hough,  b.  Nov.  15, 

1726;  d.  Apr.  13,  17S6;  re¬ 
moved  to  Warminster  Tp. ; 
m.  Sept.  24,  3  748,  Edith 

Hart,  b.  May  1  4,  1727;  d. 
Mar.  27,  1805;  dau.  of  John 
Hart,  Jr.,  High  Sheriff, 
Coroner,  and  Justice  of 
Bucks  Co.  Courts,  by  his 
wife  Eleanor,  dau.  of  Silas 
Crispin,  1st  cousin  to  Wil¬ 
liam  Penn. 

V.  — William  Hough,  b.  Jan.  1, 

1727/8;  m.  1749,  Sarah 
Blake  r. 

VI.  — Thomas  Hough,  b.  Jan.  2, 

1729/30;  d.  May  18,  1S10  in 
Phi  la. ;  m.  (1st)  Mar.  17, 
1757,  Jane,  dau.  of  Sam’i. 
Adams  of  Pbila.;  He  mar. 
(2nd)  Jan.  8,  1784,  Man- 

Bacon,  dau.  of  John  Bacon, 
of  Bacon’s  Neck,  Cumber¬ 
land  Co.,  N.  J.,  and  widow 
of  Thos.  Gilbert  and  Rich¬ 
ard  Wistar. 

VII.  — Septimus  Hough,  b.  June 

21,  1731;  d.  Nov.  3,  1749. 

VIII.  — Elizabeth  Plough,  b.  B’eb. 

15,  1732/3;  m.  Nathan  Tom¬ 
linson. 

IX. — Bernard  Hough,  b.  Jan. 
15,  1734/5;  d.  in  France  (?). 

X. — Martha  Hough,  b.  June  22, 
1737;  m.  David  Bunting. 

XT. — Samuel  Hough,  b.  April  15, 
3  739. 

5.  Joseph  Hough,  b.  Oct.  17,  1695;  <2. 
May  10,  1773  in  Warwick  (Doyles- 
town)  ;  buried  in  Buckingham 
Friends'  Burying  Ground.  By  Rich¬ 
ard  Hough’s  will  Joseph  inherited 
the  Nesliaminy  tract  which  had 
belonged  to  his  grandfather,  John 
Clowes  of  “The  Clough.”  Joseph 
married  circa  1725/6,  Elizabeth 
West,  born  circa  1708,  a  daughter 
of  Nathaniel  West,  3rd,  of  Bucking¬ 
ham  by  His  wife  Elizabeth - , 

and  a  granddaughter  of  Nathaniel 
West,  2nd,  late  of  Burlington  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  Newport,  Rhode  Island, 
by  this  wife  Elizabeth  Dungan, 
eldest  dau.  of  Rev.  Thomas  Dungan 
of  R.  I.  and  Bucks  Co.,  Pa. 

ISSUE 

I.  — Sarah  Hough,  m.  James 

RadclilTo,  son  of  Edward 
and  Phoebe  t Baker)  Rad- 
cliffe. 

II.  — Martha  Hough,  1>.  1728;  cl. 

1785;  m.  William  Evans, 
son  of  Lewis  Evans,  a 
Trooper  in  the  Baltic  of 
Boyne. 
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III.  — Mary  Hough,  m.  Samuel 

Gourley  of  Wrightstown. 

IV.  — Rebecca  Hough,  m.  (1st) 

George  Williams;  m.  (2nd) 
his  brother  Samuel  Wil¬ 
liam  of  Gwynedd. 

V.  — Joseph  Hough,  b.  1730;  d. 

Jan.  G,  1818;  mar.  March 
7,  1757,  his  cousin  Mary 

Tomkins,  b.  Nov.  25,  1739; 
d.  Aug.  5,  1811;  dau.  of 

Robert  and  Lydia  (Carroll) 
'Pom  kins  of  Warrington 
Tp. 

VT. — John  Hough,  “Non-Associ- 
ator”  of  1775;  m.  Oct.  31, 
17G7  at  St.  Michael’s  and 
’/Aon  Church,  Phila,  Ruth 
Williams. 

VII. — Margery  Hough,  m.  Hugh 
Shaw. 

VIII. — Elizabeth  Hough,  m.  Rob¬ 
ert  Tomkins,  3rd,  (brother 
to  Mary  Tomkins,  wife  of 
Joseph  Hough). 

IX. — Hannah  Hough;  d.  April 
18.  1819;  m.  Simon  Mere¬ 
dith. 

Before  we  leave  Richard  Hough’s 
family  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  or 
two  about  the  coat  of  arms.  Richard’s 
descendants  in  the  male  lines  have 
been  using  the  coat  of  arms  listed 
under  his  name  in  Crozier’s  “General 
Armory,”  Geo.  Norburry  MacKenzie’s 
“Colonial  Families  of  America”  Vol. 
II,  and  in  John  Matthew’s  “American 
Armory  and  Blue  Book.”  The  blazon 
is  as  follows:  Arms — Argent,  a  bend 
Sable;  Crest — a  wolf’s  head  erased, 
Sable;  motto — “Meinor  Esto  Majorum.” 

The  arms  (Argent,  a  bend  Sable) 
are  an  ancient  Hough  device,  in  use 
by  the  family  in  Cheshire  long  before 
the  Heralds’  Visitations  in  the  six¬ 
teenth  century.  Another  very  ancient 
Hough  coat  is  that  of  the  Houghs  of 
Hough  (or  Hugh)  in  Nantwieh 
Hundred,  Cheshire,  which  consists 
only  of  the  arms:  Argent,  a  chevron 
Sable  between  three  crescents  of  the 
held.  The  first  coat  of  arms  (the  one 
which  the  Houghs  descended  frrom 
Richard  bear)  is  the  one  borne  l>y  the 
Houghs  of  Leighton  and  Thornton 
Hough,  Cheshire,  since  circa  1250;  the 
crest  was  added  sometime  alter  the 
Visitation  of  1580. 

We  have  no  proof  to  date  that 
Richard  Hough  used  this  blazon.  The 


late  Oliver  Hough  of  Newtown,  whose 
bookplate  [See  “Hallowell-Paul  Fam¬ 
ily  History”  1924]  was  an  engraving 
of  the  same  coat  of  arms,  found  the 
device  “Argent,  a  bend  Sable”  in  use 
by  a  great-grand- uncle  of  his,  Isaac 
Hough,  junior,  who  lived  in  the  late 
18tli  and  early  1 9 tli  centuries,  and 
who  may  have  borne  these  arms  as  a 
matter  of  tradition. 

Certain ’y,  this  coat  of  arms  was 
borne  in  England  at  a  date  sufficiently 
early  for  the  first  armigerous  gentle¬ 
man  of  the  family  to  have  been  the 
common  ancestor  of  Richard  Hough 
and  of  all  the  other  Houghs  who 
spring  from  Cheshire. 

JOHN  HOUGH 
OF  MACCLESFIELD 

2.  Suppose  we  consider  briefly  Rich¬ 
ard  Hough’s  brother,  John  Hough  of 
Macclesfield,  who  is  not  known  to 
have  left  England,  but  who  owned 
land  in  Bucks  County,  Pa.  In  1691. 
John  Hough  of  Macclesfield,  Co. 
Chester,  England,  bought  from 
William  Penn  three  hundred  seventy- 
five  acres  of  land  in  Pennsylvania, 
“toward  the  Susquehanna  river  clear 
of  Indian  incumbrance,”  and  in  1G94 
conveyed  three-fifths  of  this  tract  to 
his  brother  Richard  Hough,  then  in 
Pennsylvania.  This  land  was  the  tract 
lying  in  Buckingham  which  Richard 
in  his  will  directed  to  be  sold.  John 
Hough’s  purchase  called  for  375  A., 
but  the  amount  laid  off  to  him  was 
much  greater  than  that,  for  the 
resurvey  of  1702  showed  Richard 
Hough’s  three-fifths  of  it  to  be  four 
hundred  seventy-five  acres;  this  land 
was  confirmed  to  him  by  patent  Dated 
Nov.  24,  1702. 

Very  cautiously  1  submit  a  tentative 
record  of  John  Hough  of  Macclesfield 
and  his  children  which  was  compiled 
entirely  from  copies  of  Macclesfield 
vital  statistics  and  vital  statistics 
of  Friends’  Quarterly  Meeting  of 
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Cheshire  and  Staffordshire,  England. 

John  Hough  was  born  in  1618;  died 
o  mo.  22,  1728,  and  was  buried  with 
his  first  wife  at  Macclesfield.  He 

married  first,  circa  16S0,  Mary  - , 

born  circa  1050,  and  died  9  mo.  12, 
1M5.  They  lived  in  Macclesfield  and 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children.  He 
married  (2nd)  10  mo.  9,  1719,  Mrs. 
Ellen  Sarrat  of  Newton,  Cheshire. 
She  was  born  in  1665,  died  Oth  mo.  25, 
1721,  and  was  buried  at  Newton. 

ISSUE  OF  JOHN  AND  MARY  HOUGH 
OF  MACCLESFIELD,  CHESHIRE 

1.  Henry  Hough,  b.  1st  Mo.  7,  1681; 
Died  young. 

2.  Henry  Hough,  Chapman,  b.  1st  Mo. 
7,  1683/4;  d.  10th  Mo.  21,  1711; 
mar.  7  mo.  9,  1708,  Mary  Bangs  of 
Stockport,  Cheshire,  dau.  of  Benja¬ 
min  Bangs,  Sr.  She  was  b.  1684; 
d.  3  mo.  8,  1732. 

3.  Richard  Hough,  b.  5tli  Mo.  1,  16S4; 
d.  10th  mo.  4,  1707. 

4.  John  Hough,  Jr.,  b.  5th  mo.  13, 
1686;  d.  3rd  mo.  10,  1724;  mar.  8 
mo.  12,  1714,  Catharine  Mellor  of 
Whitehough,  Staffordshire,  b.  1695; 
d.  4  mo.  10,  1721.  They  lived  at 
Macclesfield,  and  had  issue  three 
children. 

5.  Mary  Hough,  b.  5th  mo.  13,  1686, 
(a  twin  to  John,  Jr.) ;  she  mar.  3rd 
mo.  1711,  James  Penketh.  of  Great 

Sankey,  Lancashire. 

C.  Elizabeth  Hough,  b.  11  mo.  5.  1688; 
d._  5th  mo.  27,  1722;  mar.  10th  mo. 
25,  1707,  John  Hough  of  Sutton,  b. 
11  mo.  5,  1679,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Ellen  (Barnes)  Hough. 

.7-  Catherine  Hough,  b.  9  mo.  17,  1690; 
d.  G  mo.  12,  1691. 

8.  Catherine  Hough,  b.  9  mo.  1,  1691; 
d.  6  mo.  14.  1709. 

9.  An ne  Hough,  b.  7  mo.  3,  1693;  d. 

4  mo.  15,  1696. 

10.  Thomas  Hough,  died  2  mo.  30, 
1598,  buried  at  Eaton  with  his  two 
sisters,  Catherine  and  Anne. 

FRANCIS  HOUGH 

3.  Unfortunately  we  have  very  little 
information  concerning  Francis  Hough 
who  came  to  Pennsylvania  in  the  ship 
“Endeavour”  (Sept.  29,  1683)  and  who 
has  been  assumed  to  be  a  younger 
brother  or  nephew  of  Richard  Hough. 


Me  do  not  know  the  degree  of  kinship 
which  existed  between  Francis  Hough 
and  his  patron,  but  it  seems  fairly 
safe  to  say  that  there  was  some  blood 
relationship. 

Francis  Hough’s  *  contract  with 
Richard  called  for  two  years  service, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  Francis  was 
to  receive  fifty  acres  of  land.  Like 
most  of  these  tracts,  the  actual 
acreage  was  greater  than  the  amount 
stipulated.  In  1703,  when  Buckingham 
J  owns, hip  came  into  being  Francis 
Hough  had  256  acres  there. 

A  bond  (Deed  13k.  I,  p.  99,  Doyles- 
town)  dated  Jan.  11,  1686  gives  the 
information  that  Francis  Hough  was 
a  carpenter. 

A  deed,  dated  Feb.  3,  1749  (D.  Bk. 
11,  p.  65)  yields  us  the  data:  that 
Francis  Hough  was  living  in  Plum- 
stead  Township  at  that  time,  that  his 
wife’s  name  was  Abigail,  that  he  was 
borrowing  money  amounting  to  £14- 
1°  ®n.  on  his  91  acres  of  land  in 
Pamistead  which  the  Proprietaries 
had  conveyed  to  him  by  patent  dated 
Dec.  14,  1748;  and,  especially  interest- 
ing,  that  he  was  borrowing  this  money 
from  a  Mr.  John  Riche,  yeoman,  of 
P-umstead,  who  was  the  husband  of 
Sarah  Hough,  a  daughter  of  John 
Hough  of  Middletown  Township, 
Bucks  Co.  This  is  the  first  connection 
in  tin’s  paper  between  a  member  of 
Richard  Hough’s  family  and  that  of 
John  Hough  of  Middletown. 

D.  Bk.  12,  p.  163,  shows  that  an 
Abigail  Hough  (possibly  the  wife  of 
this  Francis  Hough)  witnessed  a  deed 
dated  June  29,  1753  between  John 
Hough  of  Sotebury ;  Hannah  Ins  wife; 
Eleanor  Hough,  widow,  his  mother; 
and  William  Hough,  his  brother;  to 
John  Barcroft  of  Solebury  [See  John 
Hough’s  pedigree  ahead], 

JOHN  HOUGH 

4.  The  Hough  family  in  Bucks 
County,  excepting  Richard’s  family, 
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on  whom  we  have  the  most  informa¬ 
tion  is  that  of  John  Hough,  yeoman, 
who  came  from  Hough,  a  part  of 
Wilmslow  Parish  in  the  Hundred  of 
Nantwich,  Cheshire,  England  and 
settled  in  Middletown  Township, 
Bucks  County,  Penna.  [The  record  of 
his  arrival  is  given  in  Pa,  Mag.  of  Hist. 
Vol.  9,  p.  229;  and  an  account  of  his 
immediate  family  is  given  in  T.  Max¬ 
well  Potts’  “Our  Family  Ancestors,” 
pub.  1895.] 

He  was  born  circa  1660;  married 

circa  1GS0,  Hannah - .  They 

arrived  in  Pennsylvania  9th  mo.  1GS3 
in  the  ship  “Friendship”  of  Liverpool 
with  their  son  John  Hough,  Jr.,  and 
five  servants:  George  Claire  and 
Issabel  his  wife,  to  serve  4  years; 
George  Glaire,  Jr.,  their  child,  to 
serve  until  he  is  21;  Nathaniel 
Watmough  and  Thomas  Hough,  each 
to  serve  4  years. 

This  family  settled  in  Middletown 
in  the  north  west  corner  of  the  town¬ 
ship  adjoining  the  land  of  Shadrach 
Walley  of  Newtown  Twp.  [See  Cutler 
Map,  1703,  p.  206,  Vol.  3.  Davis’  “Hist, 
of  Bucks  County.”]  Hereafter,  we 
shall  call  the  head  of  this  family  John 
Hough  of  Middletown  to  distinguish 
him  from  Richard  Hough’s  brother, 
John  of  Macclesfield,  and  from  his 
second  son,  John  Hough  of  “Hough¬ 
ton.” 

John  of  Middletown  was  a  member 
of  Middletown  Meeting  and  later  of 
Falls  Monthly  Meeting.  Besides  his 
home  tract  of  land,  he  bought  several 
hundred  acres  in  Newtown  Township, 
but  we  do  not  know  that  he  ever 
lived  on  the  latter  tract. 

In  Davis’  “Hist,  of  Bucks  Co.”  Vol. 
H,  p.  99,  there  is  the  statement  that 
“In  1734,  not  long  after  the  Proprie¬ 
taries  opened  their  land  for  settlement, 
John  Hough  purchased  200  A.  on 
Deep  Run  in  Bedminster  Township.” 
This  refers  to  John  Hough,  Jr.,  son  of 
John  of  Middletown. 


He  was  a  member  of  the  Provincial 
Assembly  for  Bucks  County  in  the 
year  1710. 

Letters  of  Administration  on  his 
estate  were  granted  Jan.  20,  1732  to 
his  eldest  son  John  Hough.  The 
securities  were  Samuel  Scott  and 
Richard  Sands  (the  latter  was  a 
brother-in-law  of  the  administrator). 

Francis  Rossell,  late  of  Macclesfield, 
Co.  Chester,  England,  who  came  to 
Pennsylvania  in  the  “Endeavour”  with 
Richard  Hough,  Francis  Hough, 
Samuel  Hough  and  John  Clowes,  and 
who  settled  first  in  Burlington,  N.  J. 
(1684),  and  later  in  Bucks  County,  by 
his  last  will  and  testament,  dated  8 
mo.  5,  1694,  (reg.  at  Doylestown) 
devised  400  acres  of  land  to  the 
children  of  John  Hough.  This  land 
lay  in  tire  upper  part  of  the  county, 
and  on  7th  mo.  10,  1712,  it  was 
confirmed  to  the  heirs  by  the  Board  of 
Commissioners. 

ISSUE  OF  JOHN  AND  HANNAH 
HOUGH  OF  MIDDLETOWN 

1.  John  Hough,  b.  in  Cheshire;  d. 
1744;  Will  dated  Aug.  12,  1744; 
prob.  Nov.  17,  1744,  wife  Eleanor 
and  son  William  are  executors  (Bk. 
2,  p.  42).  He  mar.  4  mo.  1,  1714, 
Elinor  Sands,  b.  10  mo.  5,  1692,  a 
dan.  of  Stephen  and  Jane  (Cow- 
gill)  Sands  of  Middletown,  Bucks 
Co.  They  had  issue  eight  children: 
Buckingham  records : 

I.  — Mary  Hough,  b.  7  mo.  4, 

1715;  d.  11  mo.  5,  17S2. 

II.  — John  Hough,  3rd,  b.  12  mo. 

21,  1710/17;  d.  intestate  be¬ 
fore  1770;  mar.  (1st)  Han¬ 
nah  - .  Was  living  in 

Solebury  Tp.,  in  1  753.  He 
mar.  (2nd)  at  Christ 
Church,  Phi  la.,  Nov.  S, 
1757,  Olive  Rogers.  Joint 
and  Olive  (Rogers)  Ilough 
bad  issue  a  dau.  Eleanor 
Hough.  Olive  (Rogers) 
Hough,  after  the  death  of 
John  Hough,  remarried  to 
William  Doyle,  as  his  sec¬ 
ond  wife. 

III.  — Jane  Hough,  b.  10  m.  10, 

1  7  1  S. 

IV.  — Stephen  Hough,  b.  1  mo.  27, 

1721 — not  mentioned  in  his 
father’s  will,  may  have 
died  young. 

V. — William  Hough,  b.  12  mo. 
16,  1722/3;  lived  in  Sole¬ 

bury;  one  of  father’s  exec- 
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2. 


3. 

4. 


5. 


utors;  his  own  will  dated 
4th  mo.  16,  1793 ;  prov.  2 
mo.  30,  1793/4,  names 

brother  Richard  Hough 
and  his  own  son  William 
Hough  as  his  executors, 

VI.  Daniel  Hough,  innkeeper, 
of  Warwick  Tp.,  b.  2  mo. 
5,  1725;  m.  Judith  Hartley, 
dau.  of  John  Hartley,  of 
Sole  bury.  He  rented  Doyle’s 
Hotel  1774;  bought  it  Oct. 
1,  17  76.  [See  Deed  Bk.  11, 
P-  67;  D.  Bk.  18,  p.  452;  D. 
Bk.  18,  p.  454;  and  Deed 
Bk.  21,  p.  101  —  all  in 
Doylestown.] 

VII. — Joseph  Hough,  b.  7th  mo. 
10,  1727. 


VIII. — Richard  Hough,  b.  3rd  mo. 
Mary  Hough,  b.  7  mo.  6,  16S4;  d 
11  mo.  21,  1711/12;  m.  (1st)  10  mo. 
26,  1705  Jacob  Janney;  in.  (2nd)  3 
mo.  2,  1710,  John  Fisher. 


Stephen  Hough,  b.  I  mo.  30,  1687. 
Hannah  Hough,  b.  1  mo.  7,  1690; 
m.  1709/10,  at  Falls  Mtg.,  Thomas 
Ashton,  as  his  second  wife;  he  had 
married  (1st)  5th  mo.  31,  1701. 
Deborah  Baines  of  Falls  Tp. 

Daniel  Hough,  b.  4  mo.  14,  1693. 
Isaac  Hough,  b.  12  mo.  20,  1694/5. 
Sarah  Hough,  b.  4  mo.  31,  1701;  m. 
John  Rich.  He  applied  for  mem¬ 
bership  in  Buckingham  Mo.  Mtg.  on 
10  mo.  3,  1723,  and  when  he  was 
accepted  11  mo.  7,  1728,  he  declared 
his  intention  of  marriage  with 
Sarah  Hough.  In  1749,  Elizabeth, 
widow  of  John  Walley  and  of 
Nicholas  Hellings,  (she  was  born  a 
Hough,  and  was  sister  of  Samuel 
Hough  of  Newtown)  left  money  to 
Sarah  Riche,  wife  of  John.  Note 
that  John  Riche  lent  money  to 
Francis  Hough  who  came  over  with 
Richard  Hough,  Provincial  Coun¬ 
cillor. 


S.  Joseph  Hough,  b.  1st  mo.  4.  1703; 
may  have  been  Joseph  of  Ben- 
salem  who  married  Deborah 
[Knight?].  See  Adm.  Bk.  A,  p  26 
Feb.  23,  1750.  [The  records  of 
these  last  four  children  are  from 
Falls  Monthly  Meeting.] 


THOMAS  IIOUGH 

5.  i  he  next  person  to  be  considered 
is  Thomas  Hough  who  came  from 
Cheshire  to  Pennsylvania  in  the 
“Friendship,”  9th  mo.  1683,  and  who 
was  under  contract  for  four  years’ 
service  to  John  Hough  of  Middletown. 
His  family  was  not  connected  with 


Bucks  County,  for  lie  removed  to 
Hopewell  Township,  Burlington  Co., 
N.  J.  He  was  living  in  Hopewell.  10 
mo.  20,  1704  when  he  married  at 
Fallsington,  Bucks  Co.,  Jane  Cowin, 
spinster,  of  Falls.  - 
Thomas  Hough  died  in  1736,  leaving 
a  will.  He  and  his  wife  had  issue 
three  children.  [See  T.  M.  Potts’ 
“Our  Family  Ancestors"  1S95.] 

1.  Mary  Hough,  m.  Benjamin  Gripes. 

2.  Hannah  Hough,  m.  (1st)  Daniel 
Haines,  and  (2nd)  Isaac  Fell. 

3.  Jonathan  Hough,  b.  1720;  d.  in¬ 
testate  1778;  m.  Elizabeth  Brian; 
they  had  issue  nine  children. 

I. — Daniel  Hough,  d.  unra. 
1797. 

II — Letitia  Hough,  m.  William 
Budd. 

III.  — Samuel  Hough,  b.  12  mo. 

13,  1746;  d.  6  mo.  6,  1815; 
m.  Oct.  25,  17  75  Susanna 
Newbold,  b.  2  rno.  3,  1750: 
d.  Aug.  22,  1815. 

IV.  — Thomas  H ough. 

V. — William  Hough,  d.  ITSi 

unm.;  paymaster  in  N.  J. 

Militia  during  Revolution. 

VI.  Jonathan  Floug'h,  <1.  unm. 

1781 - left  a  will. 

VII.  — Benjamin  Hough,  d.  unm. 

1793,  see  will. 

VI IT. — Jane  Hough,  d.  unm.  ITSI, 
see  will. 

IX. — Rebecca  H  o  u  g  h,  die  d 
young. 

Because  John  Hough  of  Middletown 
brought  over  to  Penna.,  Thomas 
Hough  of  Hopewell,  there  is  some 

reason  to  conjecture  that  the  two 

were  related.  If  such  a  kinship  exists, 
Thomas  is  also  related  to  Samuel 
Hough  of  Newtown  and  to  Elizabeth 
liis  sister,  to  Michael  Hough  of  New¬ 
ton  n,  ami  very  likely  to  Richard 
Hough,  Provincial  Councillor,  and  to 
Francis  Hough. 

General  Alfred  Lacey  Plough  and 
Mr.  Charles  Merrill  Hough  of  N.  Y.  C. 
are  descended  from  Thomas  of  Hope- 
well. 

SAMUEL  IIOUGH 

I 

6.  Samuel  Hough  of  Newtown 
Township  was  in  all  probability  a 
relative  of  Richard  Hough,  Provincial 
Councillor,  and  fairly  certainly  a  kins¬ 
man  ol  John  Ilough  of  Middletown. 
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Samuel  came  from  Cheshire,  via 
London,  in  the  “Endeavour”  with 
Richard  Hough  and  was  an  indentured 
servant  to  John  Clowes  of  Gosworth, 
Cheshire,  who  was  Richard  Hough’s 
father-in-law.  According  to  ibis  con¬ 
tract  Samuel  Hough  was  to  be  free 
on  July  29,  1GS7,  and  was  to  receive 
fifty  acres  of  land.  However,  when 
Cutler  surveyed  Newtown  Township 


some  blood  relationship  between 
Samuel  and  Elizabeth,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  Houghs  of  Middletown, 
on  the  other.  And  because  Richard 
Hough’s  father-in-law,  John  Clowes, 
brought  Samuel  Hough  from  Cheshire 
to  this  country,  one  would  think  that 
probably  Richard  and  Samuel  were 
related  also:  and  hence,  that  John 
Hougth  of  Middletown  and  Richard 


ADDENDA 


Samuel  Hough  of  Newtown,  Carpenter,  was  corn  ci: 
1665;  and  he  Married  between  1708  and  1712 
bliss  Ruth 


On  June  2,  1702,  he  received  by  deed  a  tract  of 
564  acres  of  land  (not  732  acres  as  on  the  alleged 
Cutler  ji/lap  in  Davis1  Hist,  of  Bucks  Co.)  from 
Israel  Taylor  of  Tinicum  Island,  chirurgion,  and 
Joseph  Taylor  of  Philadelphia,  cordv/ainer,  the 
two  sons  of  Christopher  Taylor  who  had  received  the 
land  by  patent  from  Penn,  5th  Month  26,  1684. 

Samuel  Hough  sold  parts  of  his  land  and  disposed 
of  the  residue  March  14,-1712,  his  wife  Ruth 
joining  him  in  the  deed.  (See  Bucks  County  Deed 
Book  #4 ,  p.  268. ) 


second  wife.  Hellings  died  in  1715, 
and  Elizabeth  Hough  was  again  left 
a  widow.  Nicholas  Hellings  by  bis 
first  wife  (name  unknown)  had  issue 
a  daughter  Martha  Hellings  who 
married,  before  17-15,  William  Doyle, 
as  his  first  wife. 

William  Doyle,  it  will  be  remem¬ 
bered,  married  second  Olive  Rogers, 
widow  of  John  Hough  of  Solcbury. 
[See  Hough  of  Middletown  Notes.] 

Elizabeth  Hough  by  her  will  left 
money  to  the  children  of  John  Hough 
of  Middletown.  There  must  have  been 
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Samuel  Hough’s  neighbor,  and  .  was 
most  likely  a  relative  of  John  Hough 
of  Middletown,  and  possibly  of 
Richard  Hough,  Provincial  Councillor. 
We  do  not  know  how  Michael  Hough, 
or  Huff  (as  he  sometimes  spelled  his 
name)  came  to  Pennsylvania,  but  we 
do  know  that  at  an  early  date  he 
acquired  the  tract  of  land  comprising 
250  A.  in  Newtown  which  had 
belonged  to  Thomas  Revel  1. 

Michael  Hough  married  Joan 
Rossell,  dan.  of  Francis  ltossell,  late 
of  Macclesfield,  Co.  Chester,  England, 
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Samuel  came  from  Cheshire,  via 
London,  in  the  “Endeavour”  with 
Richard  Hough  and  was  an  indentured 
servant  to  John  Clowes  of  Cos  worth, 
Cheshire,  who  was  Richard  Hough’s 
father-in-law.  According  to  )his  con¬ 
tract  Samuel  Hough  was  to  be  free 
on  July  29,  1GS7,  and  was  to  receive 
fifty  acres  of  land.  However,  when 
Cutler  surveyed  Newtown  Township 
in  1703,  he  owned  732  A.  next  to  the 
land  of  Michael  Hough;  the  latter 
may  also  have  been  a  relative  of 
Samuel’s.  [Samuel  Hough’s  sister  left 
money  to  the  children  of  John  of 
Middletown;  and  Michael  Hough's 
father-in-law,  Francis  Rossell  left 
400  A.  to  John  of  Middletotwn’s 
children.] 

We  know  that  Samuel  Hough  had  a 
sister,  Elizabeth  Hough  of  Newtown, 
for  she  mentions  her  brother  Samuel 
Hough  in  her  will  (probated  Dec.  10, 
1749).  It  is  this  lady  who  connects 
Samuel,  whom  we  consider  a  relative 
of  Richard  Hough,  to  the  John  Hough 
family  of  Middletown. 

Elizabeth  Hough  of  Newtown 
married  John  Walley  of  Newtown 
(the  only  son  and  heir  of  Shadracli 
and  Mary  (Sharpe)  Walley),  and  they 
had  issue  four  children:  Joseph,  John, 
Jr.,  Ananias,  and  Damans.  John 
Walley  died  and  his  widow,  Elizabeth 
(Hough)  Walley  remarried  to  Nicho¬ 
las  llellings  of  Newtown,  as  his 
second  wife.  Hellings  died  in  1745, 
and  Elizabeth  Hough  was  again  left 
a  widow.  Nicholas  Hellings  by  his 
first  wife  (name  unknown)  had  issue 
a  daughter  Martha  Hellings  who 
married,  before  1745,  William  Doyle, 
as  his  first  wife. 

William  Doyle,  it  will  be  remem- 
^  bored,  married  second  Olive  Rogers, 
widow  of  John  Hough  of  Solebury. 

I  See  Hough  of  Middletown  Notes.] 

Elizabeth  Hough  by  her  will  left 
money  to  the  children  of  John  Hough 
of  Middletown.  There  must  have  been 


some  blood  relationship  between 
Samuel  and  Elizabeth,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  Houghs  of  Middletown, 
on  the  other.  And  because  Richard 
Hough  s  father-in-law,  John  Clowes, 
brought  Samuel  Hough  from  Cheshire 
to  this  country,  one  would  think  that 
probably  Richard  and  Samuel  were 
related  also;  and  hence,  that  John 
Hough  of  Middletown  and  Richard 
Hough  the  Councillor  bore  reasonably 
close  ties  of  kinship. 

Samuel  Hough  of  Newtown  has  left 
us  two  different  wax  impressions  of 
seals  be  used.  One  of  the  seals  is 
distinctly  armorial,  but  unfortunately 
not  the  “Argent,  a  bend  Sable,”  or  the 
“wolf’s  head  erased,  Sable.” 

A  deed  dated  Fourth  mo.  4,  1702, 
between  “Samuell  Hough,  carpenter 
to  John  Stackhouse,  of  Middletown, 
yeoman,”  300  A.,  etc.,  bears  the 

following  seal:  arms — Argent,  a  chev¬ 
ron  (color?)  between  three  birds 
[color?];  crest— a  bird[?]. 

Another  deed  by  Thomas  Penn  and 
Richard  Penn  to  Samuel  Hough,  1734, 
bears  Samuel’s  fantastic  seal:  “on  a 
wreath  of  the  colors,  a  cup  between 
two  flaming  hearts,  surmounted  by  a 
royal  crown.”  This  device  is  most 
un-heraldic;  is  more  like  a  trademark 
than  a  crest! 

MICHAEL  HOUGH 

7.  Jriehael  Hough,  innkeeper,  was 
Samuel  Hough’s  neighbor,  and  was 
most  likely  a  relative  of  John  Hough 
of  Middletown,  and  possibly  of 
Richard  Hough,  Provincial  Councillor. 
AVe  do  not  know  how  Michael  Hough, 
or  Huff  (as  lie  sometimes  spelled  his 
name)  came  to  Pennsylvania,  but  we 
do  know  that  at  an  early  date  he 
acquired  the  tract  of  land  compri  ing 
250  A.  in  Newtown  which  had 
belonged  to  Thomas  Revel  1. 

Michael  Hough  married  Joan 
Rossell,  dan.  of  Francis  Rossell.  late 
of  Macclesfield,  Co.  Chester,  England, 
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who  came  to  Pa.  in  the  “Endeavour” 
with  Richard  Hough,  Francis  Hough, 
Samuel  Hough,  and  John,  Clowes. 
Francis  Rossell  came  over  with  a 
Michael  Rossell,  and  an  early  bond 
dated  10  in.  9,  1684,  describes  them 
both  as  “milners.”  Francis  Rossell, 
it  will  be  remembered,  devised  by  will 
dated  S  mo.  5,  1694,  400  A.  to  the 
children  of  John  Hough  of  Middle- 
town. 

After  Michael  Hough’s  death,  5th 
mo.  22,  1687,  Joan  (Rossell)  Hough 
married  Thos.  Brock. 

7  mo.  10,  16S8,  “Joan  Huft  the 
relict  widow  of  Michael  Huft,  late  of 
the  Ferry  House  over  against  Burling¬ 
ton,  Innkeeper,”  conveys  Power  of 
Attorney  to  Thomas  Brock. 

In  Michael  Hough’s  will,  datert  nn 
mo.  3,  16S5,  and  witnessed  by  John 
Otter,  he  mentions  one  daughter, 
Mary.  John  Bovden  and  Edmund 
Bennett  inventoried  his  estate  on  6th 
mo.  26,  3  6S7,  and  his  “250  acres  of  land 
lying  near  Newtowne”  was  appraised 
at  £15;  “1  acre  lying  near  ye  Ferry” 
at  £2-10  sh.  1  d.;  and  a  “servant 
maide”  at  £$. 

Besides  the  Houghs  already  men¬ 
tioned  who  emigrated  to  Penua..  there 
are  Daniel  of  Chester  Co.,  Pa.; 
Stephen  of  Chester  Co.;  and  Walter 
of  Bensalem  Township,  Bucks  Co. 
These  last  three  gentlemen  are  little 
more  than  names  at  present. 

DANIEL  IIOUGH 

8.  Daniel  Hough  owned  land  be¬ 
tween  Crum  Creek  and  Darby  Creek 
and  abutting  on  Newtown  Township, 
Chester  Co.,  Pa.  [See  Harris  Map, 
circa  1715,  in  Battle’s  “Hist,  of  Bucks 
Co.  ]  John  Hough  of  Middletown, 
Bucks  Co.,  had  a  son  named  Daniel, 
possibly  named  for  Daniel  of  Chester, 
but  we  have  no  evidence  that  the  two 
families  knew  each  o theta  |  | 
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STEPHEN  HOUGH 

9.  Stephen  Hough  [or  Hugh]  was 
granted  a  warrant  for  50  A.  of  land 
by  the  Proprietary,  in  1683,  to  be  laid 
out  in  Chester  Co v  between  Crura 
Creek  and  Darby  Creek. 

Stephen  Hough  married  Frances 

- »  and  they  had  issue  a  daughter 

Martha,  born  3  mo.  11,  1684,  who 
married  Jonathan  Taylor.  Stephen 
died  11  mo.  21,  16S3  [before  the  birth 
of  his  daughter]  and  his  widow 
Frances  remarried  12  mo.  16S4/5  to 
Thomas  Norbury  of  Newtown,  Chester 
Co. 

The  land,  referred  to  above,  was 
laid  out.  in  Newtown  Tp.  (now  part 
of  Delaware  County).  Thomas  Norbury 
held  this  tract  in  right  of  his  wife  and 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Property,  held  2  mo.  13  and  14, 
1702,  requested  a  resurvey  of  it  and 
125  A.  held  in  his  own  right,  and  a 
patent  for  the  whole.  The  request 
was  granted. 

John  Hough  of  Middletown  also  had 
a  son  Stephen  who  could  have  been 
named  for  Stephen  Hough  of  Chester 
Co.,’ but  there  is  no  evidence  that  the 
two  families  even  had  business 
relations  in  the  new  province. 

WALTER  HOUGH 

10.  In  Davis’  “Hist,  of  Bucks 
County”  Vo.  1,  p.  64,  there  is  mention 
of  a  M  alter  Hough  who  was  appointed 
one  of  two  Overseers  of  Highways  for 
what  was  later  Bensalem  Township, 
Bucks  County. 

These  three  gentlemen  of  the  rear¬ 
guard  (Daniel,  Stephen  and  Walter) 
are  in  a  class  by  themselves.  I  have 
not  been  able  (o  discover  anything 
which  could  connect  them  to  one 
another  or  to  the  other  Houghs  in 
Bucks  County.  Scant  though  our  data 
may  be  on  Francis,  Samuel,  Michael 
and  Thomas  Hough,  there  are  still 
indications  that  they  were  all  probably 
related  to  one  another,  and  to  Richard 
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Hough  the  Provincial  Councillor,  and 
to  John  Hough  of  Middletown. 

There  are  two  other  early  American 
Hough  families  which  were  in  no 
way  connected  with  Pennsylvania, 
but  which,  like  our  Pennsylvania 
families,  had  tk  ir  roots  in  Cheshire, 
England. 

“M  illiam  Hough,  common  ancestor 
of  nearly  all  of  this  name  of  New 
England  origin,  was  born  in  Cheshire 
in  1619.  He  emigrated  in  the  party 
of  Rev.  Blinman  in  1610  and  settled 
first  at  Green’s  Harbor,  near 
Plymouth;  then  at  Gloucester,  Mass.; 
and  finally  at  New  London,  Conn., 
where  he  died  Aug.  10,  16S3.”  [From: 
Franklin  B.  Hough’s  “American  Bio¬ 
graphical  Notes,”  p.  212.  (1875)]. 

This  William  Hough  was  the  son  of  an 
Edward  Hough  of  West  Chester, 
Cheshire,  England. 

The  Virginia  Magazine  of  History 
furnishes  us  with  some  interesting 
accounts  of  Francis  Hough,  of  the 
Hough  family  of  Cheshire,  who  came 
from  London  to  Virginia  in  the 
“Swan”  in  1620.  At  the  census  of 
1624/5,  when  he  was  twenty  years  old, 
he  was  living  at  Elizabeth  City. 

In  1632,  he  was  assigned  a  patent 
for  fifty  acres  in  Elizabeth  City. 

On  January  3,  1633,  Francis  con¬ 
veyed  to  Henry  Coleman  of  Elizabeth 
City,  60  A,  formerly  granted  Christo¬ 
pher  Windmill,  dec’d.,  and  due  Hough 
for  marrying  his  widow,  [Mrs.  Wind¬ 
mill]. 

Nov.  12,  1635,  he  patented  800  A.  at 
the  first  creek  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Nansemond  River,  and  extending  to 
the  mouth  of  the  River. 

Doc.  26,  1636,  he  made  a  bill  of  sale 
for  rights  for  300  A.  to  Humphrey 
Swan. 

Way  17,  1637,  Francis  Hough 

obtained  four  patents  aggregating 
1,500  A.  in  Nansemond,  or  Upper 
Norfolk. 


Francis  Hough,  gentleman,  was  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Burgesses  for 
Nutmeg  Quarters,  Feb.  1632/3;  and 
during  the  Indian  Conflict  of  Oct. 
1615,  he  was  member  of  the  Council 
of  War  for  the  Associated  Counties  of 
“Isle  of  Wight,  and  Upper  and  Lower 
Norfolk.”  He  set  out  for  England, 
Mar.  4,  1647. 

During  the  Dutch  War  (1667)  the 
Governor  and  Council  of  Virginia 
ordered  five  forts  of  eight  guns  each 
to  be  built  at  strategic  points  along 
the  mouths  of  the  rivers.  One  of  these 
forts  was  built  on  “Mr.  Hough’s 
plantation  on  the  Nansemond  River, 
probably  at  tlie  place  known  as 
Houghs’  point.” 

In  liis  will  dated  July  25,  164S; 
probated  July  27,  1748,  he  called  him¬ 
self  Francis  Hough,  of  St.  Peters  the 
Poor,  London,  merchant.  He  men¬ 
tioned  his  mother,  Mrs.  Christian 
Stockwood!  his  sister,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Stockwood;  and  his  four  children: 
William,  John,  Jane  and  Anne.  He 
left  specific  directions  that  his  two 
sons  were  to  be  educated  in  England 
in  a  manner  fitting  for  their  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Virginia  plantations. 

iaioc7s 

Now  we  have  considered  the  pioneer 
Hough  families  of  Penna.,  and  the 
very  early  ancestor  of  tlie  Houghs  of 
New  England,  and,  last,  the  first 
Hough  known  to  have  set  foot  in 
America.  One  of  the  striking  things 
about  the  Pennsylvania  families  is 
tlie  extraordinary  evidence  of  blood- 
relationship  existing  among  them,  a 
matter  I  have  tried  to  point  out  by 
their  contacts  with  one  another  in 
Bucks  County.  Each  of  seven  Bucks 
Co.  pioneers  seems  to  show  a  degree 
of  kinship  with  the  other  six.  Our 
three  “dark  horses”  from  Penna.. 
(i.  e.  Daniel  and  Stephen,  of  Chester, 
and  Walter  of  Bensalem  Township), 
may  very  well  be  related  to  the  other 
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seven  immigrant  ancestors  in  the 
province,  but  there  is  so  little  known 
about  those  elusive  gentlemen  that  it 
is  futile  to  speculate  on  their  relation¬ 
ship. 

Even  William  Hough  of  New  Eng¬ 
land  and  Francis  Hough  of  London 
and  the  Old  Dominion  spring  from  the 
common  family  in  Cheshire,  so  we 
may  say,  in  a  broader  sense  all  the 
early  American  Houghs  are  more  or 
less  remotely  related. 


Let  us  look,  for  a  moment,  at  the 
parent  family  in  County  Chester, 
England.  The  tradition  that  the 
Houghs  were  of  Norman-French 
origin  and  “came  over  with  William 
the  Conqueror  in  10GG”  may  conceiv¬ 
ably  be  true,  but  the  name,  De  la 
Hooghe,  De  I-Iooghe  and  Del  Hoghe — 
as  it  was  then  written — is  conspicu¬ 
ously  absent  from  the  Battle  Abbey 
Roll;  and  the  name  is  not  Norman- 
French. 

The  somewhat  more  reasonable 


theory  that  the  family  was  of  Flemish 
origin — though  unsupported  by  docu¬ 
mentary  evidence — has  its  basis  in 
the  fact  that  there  is  a  very  ancient 
family  of  De  Hooghe  still  living  near 
Bruges  in  Flanders.  Also,  Giraldis 


Cambrensis,  who  wrote  his  “Itinerary 
Through  Wales”  in  the  twelfth 
century,  mentions  a  colony  of  Flem¬ 
ings  living  along  the  Welsh  border 
L Cheshire  is  a  border  county] ;  and 
Hollinshead,  the  historian,  goes 
further  in  his  “Chronicles”  and  relates 
that  there  was  a  large  portion  of 
Plunders  inundated  by  the  sea  and 
that  the  survivors  of  the  flood 
petitioned  King  Henry  that  they 
might  be  permitted  to  settle  in 
England.  Henry  very  graciously 
assigned  to  them  the  stormiest  portion 
of  liis  kingdom,  the  Welsh  border, 
where  the  Flemings  were  to  hold  in 
check  the  over-enthusiastic  Celts. 

The  name  may  have  come  into  Eng¬ 
land  at  this  time,  but  wihy  will  it  not 


suffice  to  say  that  the  Del  Hoghes  or 
Houghs  were  an  old  Cheshire  family 
and  there  let  the  matter  rest? 

We  have  proof  that  from  1259  to 
1297  a  Richard  del  Hoghe,  son  of 
Richard  del  Hoghe-,  was  frequently  at 
the  County  Court  of  Chester,  [See 
Chester  Plea  Rolls  No.  4],  and  that  he 
held  land  in  Chorlton  and  in  *Te 
Hogli”  (afterwards  “the  Hough”). 

There  is,  furthermore,  the  pedigree 
of  the  Houghs  of  Nantwich  Hundred, 
in  Cheshire,  which  shows  that  another 
Richard  del  Hogh  was  a  land  holder 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  I  and  that  his 
son  Hugh  del  Hogh,  styled  lord  of 
Hogh,  was  lessee  and  constable  of 
Chester  Castle,  in  the  time  of  King 
Edward  III, 

The  Houghs  of  Leighton  and 
Thornton  Hough,  in  Wirral  Hundred, 
Cheshire,  are  believed  to  have  sprung 
from  the  Houghs  of  Hough  in 
Nantwich,  same  County.  They  ac¬ 
quired  these  iwo  manors  bv  marriage. 

The  manor  of  Leighton  was  granted 
at  the  conquest  to  Robert  de  Redolent. 
After  his  death  and  the  dispersion  of 
his  estates  among  various  owners,  the 
paramount  lordship  of  Leighton  was 
given  to  the  barons  of  Montalt,  under 
whom  it  was  held  by  John  Riseings 
and  William  de  Leighton. 

The  daughter  and  heiress  of  William 
de  Leighton  brought  the  manor  in 
marriage  to  Roger  de  Thornton,  whose 
only  daughter  Ellen,  heiress  of  the 
manors  of  Thornton  and  Leighton, 
became  the  wife  of  a  Richard  del 
Hogh,  from  whose  descendants  the 
former  of  these  manors  [perhaps] 
obtained  the  name  of  Thornton  Hough. 
Leighton  continued  in  the  possession 
of  the  Iloughs  until  the  27th  year  of 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  when 
Alice,  daughter  and  heiress  of  William 
Hough,  Esq.,  carried  the  manor  to 
her  husband  "William  Whitmore. 
Thornton  Hough  belonged  to  the 
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Houghs  until  circa  1805.  [Ormerod’s 
"Hist,  of  Cheshire”]  [As  I  have  men¬ 
tioned,  the  descendants  of  Richard 
Hough  the  Provincial  Councillor  of 
Penna.,  use  the  coat  of  arms  of  these 
Houghs  of  Leighton  and  Thornton 
Hough.] 

While  I  realise  fully  the  limitations 
and  the  inadequacies  of  this  paper,  I 
shall  consider  that  it  will  have  served 


its  purpose  if,  by  indicating  some  of 
the  interrelationships  existing  among 
the  Bucks  County  families  and  the 
identical  origin  of  all  the  early 
Houghs  in  America,  it  stimulates 
present  members  of  these  families  to 
make  an  attempt  to  consolidate  the 

lines  in  this  country  and  to  trace  their 
lineal  descent  from  the  early  house  in 
Cheshire. 


I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  generous  loan  of  the  notes  and  the  kind 
interest  m  this  article  displayed  by  my  friend  and  cousin,  Edward  Roberts 
Barnsley,  of  Newtown. 
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